THE JOURNAL OF

PHILLOSOPH

VOLUME LXXVII, NUMBER |
JANUARY 1980

ON WORKS OF VIRTUOSITY

THERI{ are artworks in which technical skill is an impor-
tant ingredient, not merely as something required to pro-
duce the artwork, but in the deeper sense that it penetrates
and partly determines the nature of the artwork itself. The Chopin
études, for example, are generally admitted to be masterpieces of
music, but it is obvious that the development and display of skill
in piano playing enters essentially into their composition. Indeed,
as I shall explain more fully later, piano playing is what the études
are about. As another example, consider the still life paintings by
various Dutch artists of the seventeenth century, in which such ob-
jects as crystal goblets, jewelry, glass spheres, dewdrops, and oysters
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